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We  are  very  happy  to  greet  you,  our  Brothers 
and  Sisters,  in  this  goodly  land  of  South  Africa, 
which  the  Lord  has  blessed  with  so  many  beautiful 
things.  We  w!sh  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  the  great  privilege  and  honour  given  us  to 
labour  here  with  you  good  people.  His  servants 
the  Elders,  and  those  whom  He  has  authorised  to 
carry  forward  His  glorious  work.  We  feel  very 
humble  in  this  assignment  and  call  that  is  ours, 
and  know  that  without  the  help  of  an  all-power- 
ful, loving  Father,  our  efforts  would  be  vain. 

Our  home  is  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  United 
States,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Both  Sister  Yarn  and  I 
are  converts  to  the  Church  and  have  lived  in  the 
mission  field  all  of  our  lives.  We  received  our 
call  to  come  to  South  Africa  before  the  first  of 
the  year,  and  have  anxiously  waited  and  prayed 
that  we  might  soon  be  here  to  put  our  efforts  with 
yours  to  further  this  Gospel  which  means  more  to 
us  than  anything  else  in  the  world. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  we  sailed  from  New 
Orleans  aboard  the  Frank  Lykes.  Our  first  stop 
was  Lourenco  Marques,  May  19th,  where  we 
docked  for  one  day,  sailing  for  Durban  the  next. 
After  our  arrival  in  Durban,  we  spent  five  days 
waiting  for  President  Wright  to  join  us.  Together, 
we  had  a  lovely  visit  in  Bloemfontein,  East  Lon- 
don and  Port  Elizabeth  before  we  reached  Cape 
Town.  In  each  of  the  various  places,  we  felt  very 
much  at  home  with  the  saints  and  Elders,  and  en- 
joyed their  sweet  influence  and  companionship, 
also  the  strength  of  their  deep  spirituality.  We 
were  accompanied  from  New  Orleans  to  Durban  by 
Elders  Darold  Chambers  and  David  Nelson;  we 
commend  these  brethren  to  you  and  know  they 
will  find  a  warm  place  in  your  hearts  and  do  much 
good  during  their  stay  here. 

We  bring  you  the  love  of  the  people  of  our 
great  land.  They  are  thankful  to  the  Lord,  as  we 
are,  for  your  loyalty  and  devotion.  They  know 
you  have  given  up  many  of  your  personal  w'shes 
and  desires  to  do  the  Lord's  will.  I  wonder  if 
Paul  did  not  feel  that  his  way  was  best  while  he 
was  persecuting  the  saints.  We  know  that  he 
never  could  have  been  so  great  without  doing  what 
the  Lord  desired.  Although  he  lost  his  life,  what 
great  joy  came  to  him  almo?t  at  death,  when  he 
exclaimed,  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
kept  the  faith,  I  have  finished  my  course,  there- 
fore there  is  a  crown  laid  up  for  me  in  the  King- 


dom of  God".  We  can  take  any  of  the  great  men 
of  the  earth  and  find  that  the  things  which  con- 
tributed most  to  their  greatness  have  been  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  There  is  no  true  greatness 
where  individuals  live  contrary  to  these  divine 
laws. 

There  is  much  comfort  in  the  fact  that  we  are 
labouring  here  with  President  and  Sister  Wright, 
whom  we  love  and  admire  because  of  the  unselfish 
work  they  have  done  and  are  doing  for  the  peoples 
of  the  earth.  We  recognise  their  natural  ability 
and  leadership,  and  know  that  they  have  been 
called  by  divine  authority,  God's  Mouth  Piece 
upon  the  earth,  and  clothed  with  all  the  rights  and 
powers  to  lead  the  peoples  of  this  land  to  a  know- 
ledge of  our  Lord,  to  counsel  and  di.ect  the  Elders, 
to  help  them  that  their  time  and  efforts  will  be 
used  to  the  greatest  benefit  of  all,  and  for  our 
eternal  benefit.  We  commend  President  Wright 
and  his  counsel  to  you  as  instruction  from  the 
Lord. 

After  visiting  the  branches  and  talking  to  the 
members,  there  is  a  feeling  that  we  have  greater 
possibility  for  growth  and  advancing  the  truths  of 
the  Gospel  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Mission,  since  we  have  more  Elders  and  members 
to  work  with.  However,  every  member  must  feel 
that  whatever  he  or  she  does  either  retards  or  more 
firmly  establishes  the  purpose  and  plan  of  eternal 
advancement  and  happiness.  The  things  we  do 
are  so  much  more  effective  than  the  things  we  say. 
Surely  many  of  the  people  soon  forgot  the  words 
of  the  Master,  but  His  actions  can  never  be  for- 
gotten. He  caused  the  blind  to  see,  the  lame  to 
walk,  blessed  little  children,  raised  the  dead,  for- 
gave those  who  mistreated  Him.  and  even  prayed 
that  His  loving  Father  would  forgive  those  who 
were  taking  His  life.  The  Prophet  Joseph  said  if 
we  wish  to  go  where  God  and  Christ  dwell,  we 
must  possess  the  principles  and  attributes  they 
possess.  Thus,  we  see  that  we  need  to  add  many 
things  in  the  way  of  good  deeds,  develop  kindness, 
sympathy,  justice,  mercy,  love,  through  service  to 
mankind. 

We  soon  hope  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing you  individually,  but  again  must  say  that  we 
are  very  happy  to  be  here  and  ask  that  the  Lord 
may  ever  bless  us  with  knowledge  to  teach  and 
help  others  in  their  lives  to  better  enjoy  the  same. 
PRESIDENT  &  SISTER  E.  R.  YARN. 
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Blessed  are  |  they   who   come   in   the   Name   ol-   tke   Lord  " 


President  and  Sister  Yarn,  Joyce  and  Richard. 


Since  the  return  of  the  Elders  to  South 
Africa,  the  Saints  on  the  "dark  continent" 
have  become  accustomed  to  hearing  the 
various  "  yankee  "  dialects  ("  Mom  " 
Wright's  being  among  the  most  extreme). 
And  now  with  the  arrival  of  President  and 
Sister  Yarn  and  their  family,  the  members 
will  have  to  be  on  their  toes  to  catch  the 
typically  Southern  American  phrases  which 
are  pecuHar  to  the  newly  arrived  "con- 
federates". 

Need  I  mention  the  fact  that  at  one  time, 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  the 
southern  states  were  united  in  war  against 
the  northern  states.  The  northerners  were 
tagged  as  "yankees"  and  the  southerners 
as  "confederates"  during  that  historical 
fratricide.  This  war  is  still  verbally  fought 
in  some  sections  of  America  to-day,  much 
the  same  as  the  Boer  War  is  in  this  country. 

Gleaning  what  we  may  from  these  facts, 
we  would  set  forth  to  greet  the  Yarns  in 
the  best  "Carnegie  fashion",  approaching 
the  "confederates"  whisthng  Dixie,  and 
praising  the  heroic  exploits  of  Robert  E. 


Lee,  famous  General  of  the  southern  army. 
Needless  to  say  we  would  never  refer  to  the 
Yarns  as  "yankees",  which  term  usually 
is  used  to  designate  the  people  who  ask  for 
a  glass  of  water  in  such  a  broad  fashion. 

Leaving  our  facetious  manner  of  intro- 
ducing the  Yarn  family,  let  us  look  into 
their  background.  President  Yarn  was  born 
in  a  small  town  near  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
spending  most  of  his  life  in  Atlanta  itself. 
His  parents  were  converted  to  the  Gospel 
when  he  was  about  six  years  old,  and  from 
his  childhood  he  learned  to  love  the  Lord's 
work. 

Georgia  is  in  the  Southern  States  Mis- 
sion, so  we  see  that  he  has  had  a  rich  back- 
ground of  service  in  the  mission  field. 
President  Yarn  fulfilled  a  part  time  mission 
in  Florida,  where  he  acted.as  District  Presi- 
dent, during  a  time  when  relativeh'  few 
missionaries  were  in  the  field,  due  to 
economic  conditions  in  the  United  States. 
Twenty  years  service  in  the  Atlanta  Branch 

(Continued  on  page  100) 
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PALESTINE. 

Mission  Work  in  Palestine  Taking  Form. 

President  Badwagon  Piranian  of  the 
Palestine-Syrian  Mission  speaks  several 
languages.  He  seems  to  talk  with  equal 
fluency  to  Turks,  Syrians  and  Armenians, 
each  of  whom  speaks  a  different  tongue. 

Sister  Berta  Piranian,  his  wife,  and  mis- 
sion Relief  Society  president,  and  Miss 
Araxie  Eskijean,  a  non-member  and  an  em- 
ployee of  the  American  hospital  in  Beirut, 
have  introduced  the  Gospel  to  many 
through  the  Primary  Association. 

The  foundation  has  been  laid  for  a  suc- 
cessful missionary  endeavour  in  the  Middle 
East.  Much  of  the  work  done  thus  far  has 
been  of  a  pioneering  nature,  which  will 
surely  bring  forth  fruit  as  the  missionary 
corps  grows  and  as  the  difficult  language 
is  mastered. 

The  Palestine-Syrian  Mission  comprises 
what  is  generally  known  as  the  Holy  Land 
and  includes  Syria,  Lebanon  and  Palestine. 
The  latter  country,  due  to  war  conditions, 


is  still  closed  to  travellers  and  foreigners. 
The  people  of  these  countries  are,  very 
largely,  worshippers  of  Allah,  the  God  of 
the  Moslems.  The  essence  of  their  religion 
is,  "There  is  only  one  God,  Allah,  and 
Mohammed  is  his  prophet."  Jesus  is 
accepted  by  them  as  a  prophet,  as  are  the 
prophets  of  the  Old  Testament  and  John, 
the  Baptist,  and  Paul,  the  Apostle,  of  the 
New  Testament. 

The  work  in  the  Palestine-Syrian  Mis- 
sion is  taking  form.  President  Piranian, 
who  has  lived  in  Russia,  Turkey,  Syria, 
Lebanon,  Palestine  and  Switzerland,  has  a 
rich  background  for  the  great  work  he  is 
doing.  Mrs.  Piranian  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land and  has  acquired  the  English  and  Ar- 
menian languages.  Both  are  well  qualified 
for  their  responsible  calling. 

(The  preceding  article  is  a  digest  of  an 
article  appearing  in  The  Church  News, 
written  by  President  Alma  Sonne  following 
his  recent  visit  to  the  Palestine-Syrian  Mis- 
sion.) 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

Basketball  prowess  and  preaching  skill 
have  been  successfully  combined  by  a  team 
of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormons)  who  are 
returning  to  missionary  duties  in  England 
after  a  three  weeks  tour  of  Czechoslovakia. 

The  team  was  pitted  against  Czechoslo- 
vakian  players,  and  after  every  game  they 
preached  before  large  audiences  gathered 
to  witness  the  contests.  The  Mormons  re- 
ported that  they  had  won  sixteen  out  of 
seventeen  games,  and  said  they  had  scored 
"just  about  as  well"  in  their  preaching 
sessions. 

(This  article  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Times,  daily  newspaper.) 


1,041,970   Latter=day  Saints 

The  latest  statistical  report  shows  the 
great  strength  and  size  of  the  Church, 
though  it  is  a  comparative  infant  among 
the  churches  in  the  world  to-day.  The 
membership  now  is  1,041,970;  and  is 
located  in  172  stakes,  composed  of  1,313 
wards  and  13S  branches  and  42  missions 
established  throughout  tlie  world. 


July  1949 


CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


9/ 


l^eligion 


By  BEATRICE  E.  SMITH. 
I  have  heard  religion  defined  as  so  many 
things,     "Peace    of    mind",     "happiness", 
"faith  in  God",  so  it  is    all  of  these  and 
how  many  more  ! 

There  are  so  many  religions.  Take  a  few 
general  headings.  "Christianity",  "Juda- 
ism", "Buddhism",  "Mohammedanism". 
Can  all  of  these  be  described  as  "peace  of 
mind"  or  "happiness"?  Perhaps  they  can 
— but  it  is  only  the  Christian  who  can  really 
draw  close  to  God.  The  Jew  reverences 
God,  maybe  even  loves  God,  but  he  is 
afraid  of  God.  For  his  faith  is  more  in  the 
Mosaic  La\^'  than  it  is  in  the  Giver  of  all 
good  laws.  The  Buddhist  is  seeking  per- 
fection—but when  he  at  last  attains  Nir- 
vana, that  is  the  end.  There  is  no  ever- 
lasting life  in  the  presence  of  God — in  his 
belief.  The  religion  of  the  Mohammedan 
— like  that  of  the  Jew^— is  encrusted  with 
laws;  and  it  is  his  belief  that  his  fate  was 
decided  before  he  was  born.  Whatever 
happens,  he  says  "Kismet",  and  accepts 
it  as  the  will  of  Allah. 

Christianity  has  been  divided  into  so 
many  sects  that  it  is  impossible  to  classify 
them.  Some  of  them  remained  simple,  and 
others  took  on  a  whole  panoply  of  ritual, 
until  the  origin  of  the  religion  was  almost 
blotted  out  of  sight. 

It  was  only  in  the  nineteenth  century 
that  the  Gospel  was  restored  by  the  lyord 
through  His  prophet,  Joseph  Smith.  To 
him  was  given  the  knowledge  that  enabled 
him  to  restore  the  primitive  church  with  its 
service,  as  ordained  by  Christ  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Christian  era. 

It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  make  com- 
parisons, nor  yet  to  outline  the  history  of 
the  Church.  I  only  want  to  say  what  re- 
ligion means  to  me. 


First  of  all,  I  think  that  a  religion  which 
is  confined  to  Sunday  is  not  a  religion  at 
all.  If  religion  is  to  mean  anything  at  all, 
it  has  to  be  carried  into  life  every  day.  It 
is  a  wa3^  of  life.  I  like  Brother  Lawrence's 
phrase:  "The  Practice  of  the  Presence  of 
God".  It  must  give  to  me  the  knowledge 
that  my  Heavenly  Father  is  always  ready 
to  hear  my  prayers,  to  guide  me,  to  counsel 
me,  to  help  me  in  everything  I  have  to  do. 

Then  it  is  a  feeling  of  loving  and  being 
loved.  Paul  says:  "We  love  Him,  because 
He  has  first  loved  us".  That  is  true.  But 
that  knowledge  of  love  between  God  and 
me  is  not  all  (although  it  is  greater  than 
anything  else).  While  I  love  God,  I  can- 
not help  but  love  my  fellowmen,  and  if  I 
love  them  properly  they  will  love  me  in 
return . 

Also,  I  feel  that  my  religion  must  keep 
me  witnessing  for  Christ  all  of  the  time. 
I  cannot  go  far  afield  to  "tell  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature",  but  I  must  do  my  best  to 
spread  it  among  my  daily  companions. 
They  may  not  wish  to  listen  to  my  words, 
therefore,  I  must  live  my  religion.  My 
actions  must  proclaim  "in  whom  I  have 
believed".  Of  what  use  is  a  religion  that 
permits  me  to  preach  without  practising? 
If  I  am  going  to  talk  about  bad  temper — 
and  then  fly  into  rages — nobody  is  going  to 
pay  much  heed  to  my  talking. 

Another  thing,  if  my  rehgion  allows  me 
to  become  wrapped  up  in  myself,  then  it  is 
not  the  way  of  life  that  Christ  taught.  It 
has  to  be  a  driving-force — making  me  do 
things  for  others.  When  possible,  helping 
them  out  of  their  difficulties.  When  needed, 
offering  sympathy  in  their  times  of  sorrow 
or  distress.  It  must  be  a  complete  subju- 
gation of  self  to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  Cer- 
(Continued  on  page  103) 


.    With  the  opening  of  Kruger  National  Park 

for  the  tourist  season,  many  human  eyes  will 

view  the  African  Elephant  in  his  natural  habitat. 

This  stately  looking  old  fellow,  pictured  in 


OUR   FRONT   COVER 

his  native  domain,  will  probably  be  disturbed 
many  times  during  the  next  few  weeks  as  the 
human  element,  using  cameras  as  weapons^ 
contiriu^s  its  quest  for  big  game. 
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"The  great  day  has  arrived",  stated  El- 
der Thorn  as  he  and  his  companion,  Elder 
Jex,  set  foot  on  solid  ground  for  the  first 
time  in  five  weeks. 

Sailing  from  the  California  port  of  Los 
Angeles,  aboard  the  M.V.  Silverteak,  the 
new  arrivals  travelled  via  the  Panama 
Canal  and  docked  in  Table  Bay  on  the  15th 
of  June,  where  they  were  greeted  by  Presi- 
dents Wright  and  Yarn  and  a  group  of  the 
local  Elders. 

Elder  ROBERT  LYNN  JEX  hails  from 
Santa  Monica,  California,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  plastering  trade  when  he  received  his 
mission  call.  A  representative  of  the  Cape 
Argus  afforded  Elder  Jex  the  unique  oppor- 


tunity to  greet  the  citizenry  of  Cape  Town 
via  the  press.  A  fine  article  was  published 
in  the  "Argus"  and  will  no  doubt  help  to 
open  many  doors  to  the  Cape  Town  Elders. 

Elder  ROBERT  PAUL  THORN  names 
Spring ville,  Utah,  as  his  place  of  residence 
and  also  informs  us  that  he  was  attending 
Brigham  Young  Universitj'  when  his  mis- 
sion call  ^-ame.  Man\'  of  the  Saints  may 
remembei  Elder  Thorn's  father,  Paul  A. 
Thorn,  who  was  a  missionary  in  this 
country  some  years  ago. 

We  welcome  these  brethren  with  the 
prayer  that  their  lives  will  be  enriched  by 
sharing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with 
their  fellowmen. 


Concluding  their  missionar}^  work  in 
South  Africa  by  touring  the  Mission  seems 
to  be  a  fad  with  the  Elders  these  days.  Not 
to  be  outdone  by  their  brothers  in  the  Gos- 
pel, Elders  Grant  F.  Chandler  and  O.  Juan 
Whiting  spent  the  month  of  June  visiting 
with  members  in  the  Mormon  centres  of 
the  LTnion,  and  enjoying  natures'  handi- 
work which  has  been  so  richly  expressed 
in  Africa. 

These  two  adventurers  have  planned  an 
interesting  and  very  educational  trip,  which 
covers  a  large  portion  of  the  bottom  half 
of  Africa.  Their  itinerary  reads  like  a  com- 
mercial "all  expenses  paid  tour"  advertise- 
ment. After  spending  some  time  in  Kruger 
National  Park,  they  journey  to  scenic  Vic- 
toria Falls,  and  from  there  to  Northern 
Rhodesia,  where  the  Doug  Charsleys  will 
play  host  to  the  Elders  for  about  a  week. 
Travelling  by  train  to  Elisabethville,  they 
will  don  their  "Frank  Buck  costumes"  and 
board  a  river  boat  which  will  carry  them 
through  the  Belgian  Congo,  for  about  two 
\veeks,  to  the  Cotigo  city  of  Leopoldville. 


Matadi  will  serve  as  the  hopping-ofif  point 
for  the  Elders  as  they  plan  to  board  a  Zion 
bound  ship  during  the  latter  part  of  July. 

Elder  O.  JUAN  WHITING  had  the 
unique  experience  of  spending  his  entire 
mission  in  the  Cape  District  of  the  Mission, 


Elder  Whiting, 
having   served   some   time  in   each   of  the 
following    areas :     Goodwood,     Plumstead, 
Sea   Point,    Woodstock   and   Cumorah,   on 
special  assignments. 
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As  a  naval  pilot,  Elder  Whiting  devoted 
about  three  years  of  his  life  to  the  war 
effort  and  was  attending  the  University  of 
Utah  when  his  call  to  South  Africa  came. 

In  his  farewell  talk,  given  at  Cumorah, 
he  admonished  the  saints  to  live  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  and  follow  the  exam- 
ples set  by  the  leaders  of  the  Church  in 
their  lives.  He  stated  that  he  had  learned 
to  love  the  people  with  whom  he  had  asso- 
ciated here  in  South  Africa  and  he  had 
learned  a  great  deal  from  each  one  of  them. 

"God  bless  you  and  sustain  you  as  you 
strive  to  perfect  yourselves.  I  pray  in  Jesus 
name",  was  his  closing  statement. 

He  is  returning  to  his  home  in  Spring- 
ville,  Utah,  and  plans  to  enjoy  a  life  of 
wedded  bliss  in  the  near  future. 

Elder  GRANT  F.  CHANDLER  laboured 
in  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  Sea  Point 
and  Woodstock,  Cape  District,  and  con- 
cluded his  mission  in  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape 
District. 


Elder  Chandler. 

His  contribution  to  the  war  eflfort  was 
marked  by  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
serving  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Elder  Chandler  bore  his  testimony  in  his 
farewell  talk  at  Cumorah,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet  of  God 
and  George  Albert  Smith  is  God's  spokes- 
man upon  the  earth  to-day.  "The  time 
will  come,"  he  stated,  "when  we  will  have 
to  defend  our  faith,  so  gain  a  fervent  testi- 


mony while  peace  abides,  that  you  may  be 
strong  when  the  persecutions  begin."  He 
asked  the  Lord's  blessings  upon  the  saints 
in  this  land  and  thanked  them  for  the  kind- 
nesses shown  him. 

Elder  Chandler  is  returning  to  his  home 
in  Rigby,  Idaho,  and  states  that  he  has  no 
definite  plans  for  the  future,  except  that  he 
plans  to  remain  at  home  for  a  longer  period 
than  he  has  in  the  past  few  years. 

Elder  OSCAR  G.  ROWLAND  made  this 
parting  statement  prior  to  his  sailing  for 
America,  aboard  the  "African  Sun"  on 
June  2nd. 

"South  Africa  certainly  means  a  great 
deal  more  to  me  now  than  it  did  two  years 
ago — what  then  was  only  a  name,  now  is  a 
part  of  my  life. 

"It  can  be  said  that  regardless  of  where 
you  go  with  the  Gospel  Message,  you  gain 
a  much  richer  and  firmer  testimony  of  it, 
and  this  I  do  not  question.  Nevertheless, 
what  I  might  have  gained  somewhere  else, 
I  have  gained  here.  I  shall  always  be 
grateful  to  South  Africa  for  this. 


Elder  Rowland. 

"I  perhaps  speak  selfishly  of  my  own 
personal  gains,  but  I  do  pray  that  in  some 
small  way  I  might  have  influenced  the  life 
of  some  one  with  this  wonderful  message 
I  have  been  privileged  to  bear. 

"This  message  is  the  very  thing  the 
world  is  crying  for,  but  it  can't  seem  to 
recognise  and  accept  it.  I  pray  that  you 
(Continued  on  page  108) 
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VITALITY   OF   MORMONISM 


"Tlie  human  organism  re(iuires  a  life- 
giving  fluid  to  insure  its  constant  vitality. 
■Similarl.v,  Mormonism  depends  upon  the 
lives  of  its  adherents  to  insure  its  ever- 
diicreasing  vitality".  With  this  thought  in 
mind  we  pay  tribute  this  month  to  Brother 
Thomas  Wilson,  of  Cape  Town. 

His  natal  day,  occurring  on  June  15, 
.1669,  found  Brother  Wilson  enjoying  the 
wholesome  vScottish  air  in  the  little  town  of 
Galston,  Scotland.  And  thus  one  of  the 
choice  spirit-children  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  came  to  earth  to  fulfill  his  mission. 

Allowing  the  influence  of  the  Lord  to 
guide  him,  he  emigrated  from  his  native 
Scotland,  with  his  bonny  wife,  Margaret 
Morton,  to  the  southern-most  part  of 
Africa.  1901  was  the  year  of  this  blessed 
exodus — blessed,  in  that  it  was  here  that 
this  humble  spirit  heard  the  truths  of  the 
restored  Gospel,  as  they  flowed  from  the 
lips  of  the  oft-discredited  Mormon  Elders. 
Accepting  this  message  of  truth  from  the 
servants  of  the  most  High,  he  was  baptised 
into  Christ's  Latter-day  Church  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1908,  by  President  Ralph  A.  Badger. 


Life  had  1)een  given  a  new  meaning  now 
that  he  covenanted  with  his  Heavenly 
Father,  and  his  life  to-day  is  a  testimony 
that  he  has  remembered  to  revere  this  cove- 
nant. "I  know  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  system  of  truth,  the  ob- 
servance of  which  insures  eternal  happi- 
ness," testifies  Brother  Wilson,  some  41 
years  later,  by  word  of  mouth  and  also  in 
his  daily  life. 

The  year  1939  saw  Brother  Wilson  en- 
joying further  blessings  when  he  vacationed 
in  Zion,  and  entered  into  the  Lord's  Holy 
House  and  there  received  his  long  hoped 
for  endowments.  His  visit  among  the 
saints  in  Salt  Lake  City  will  always  hold  a 
place  in  his  heart  and  now,  10  years  later, 
he  continues  to  relate  the  wonderful  bless- 
ings he  experienced  there. 

Yes,  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  a  High 
Priest  in  the  Latter-day  Church,  has  made 
his  contribution  to  the  "Vitality  of  Mor- 
monism" in  a  profound  manner. 

God  bless  you.  Brother  Wilson,  and  we 
thank  j^ou  for  being  "an  ensample  unto  the 
nations". 


(Continued  from  page  95) 

— most  of  this  time  in  the  branch  presi- 
dency— marks  President's  record  of  service. 
Presidents  Wright  and  Yarn  are  old 
"team  mates"  in  the  Lord's  work,  the 
southern  .gentleman  having  served  as  a 
counselor. to  the  westerner,  when  President 
Wright  was  ;  President  of  the  Atlanta 
Branch.  The  Wrights  and  the  Yarns  have 
enjoyed  a  personal  association  for  about 
eight  years  and  they  unitedly  feel  blessed 
in  this  opportunity  to  work  in  this  labour 
of  love. 

..Merchandising  was  the  business  in  which 
'President  Yarn  was  engaged  when  he  re- 
ceived his  call  to  vSouth  Africa,  and  he 
responded  to  this  call  in  a  manner  that  is 

-■"indicative  of  a  fervent  testimony  of  the 
restored  Gospel. 

-■.:" Sister  Yarn,  like  her  active  husband,  has 
spent  most  of  jier  life  in  -the  mission  field 
working  in  almost  eyeiy  auxiliary  organi- 


sation in  the  Church.  She  is  well  qualified 
for  Relief  Society  work,  having  served  in 
the  District  Relief  Society  Presidency  in 
Atlanta. 

vShe  is  also  a  native  of  Atlanta  and  states 
that  it  is  her  desire  that  she  and  her  family 
may  do  some  good  among  the  Saints  in 
South  Africa. 

Richard  and  Joyce  need  no  introduction 
for  they  are  two  typical  American  members 
of  our  "modern"  generation.  Their  friendly 
spirits  and  affable  personalities  will  win 
them  many  friends  in  this  land. 

If  you  want  to  spend  an  entertaining  few 
minutes  merely  corner  Richard  and  have 
liim  tell  you  about  his  "ole  houn'  dawg". 

With  sincere  pleasure  we  welcome  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Yarn,  Richard  and  Joyce 
to  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard,  and 
maj^  the  Lord  bless  them  with  many,  rich 
experiences. 
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Mowbray   Branch — reported   by   Beatrice 
E.  Smith. 

Fare^^'ells  have  been  said  ver3'  often  dur- 
ing the  past  few  months— and  we  should 
be  getting  used  to  them,  but  each  one 
comes  as  a  surprise.  The  talks  given  by 
Elders  Whiting  and  Chandler,  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  May,  moved  many  of  our 
hearts.  It  was  an  "ave  atque  vale"  even- 
ing, as  we  welcomed  Elders  Tobler  and 
Provost  at  the  same  meeting. 

The  debate  planned  for  the  evening  of 
Union  Day  provided  good  entertainment  for 
all  who  were  present.  The  speakers  were 
members  of  the  U.C.T.  Debating  Society, 
and  they  dealt  with  their  subjects,  "Man 
is  not  ruled  by  his  stomach",  in  a  lively, 
amusing  manner.  We  have  to  thank  the 
team  for  the  pleasure  they  gave  us  on  this 
occasion. 

The  evening  was  a  varied  one,  for  the 
"war  of  wit"  was  followed  by  a  "battle  of 
brawn",  when  two  missionary  teams  took 
the  floor  in  a  basketball  contest.  This  was 
the  last  time  that  we  were  privileged  to 
watch  Elders  Whiting  and  Chandler  in 
action. 

That  there  is  much  talent  at  "Cumorah" 
was  proved  at  the  "Talent  Night",  held  on 
the  evening  of  June  3rd.  Members  and 
-Elders  made  use  of  their  gifts— and  the 
evening's  entertainment  was  enjoyed  by  all 
who  were  there.  This  particular  occasion 
served  also  as  a  welcome  to  President  and 
Sister  Yarn   and   thfir   family,    who   have 


recently  arrived  from  the  United  States. 
"Cumorah"  is  genuinely  glad  to  welcome 
these  good  people,  and  we  hope  that  they 
are  going  to  enjoy  their  mission  in  the 
Union. 

President  and  Sister  Yarn  were  formally 
introduced  at  Sacrament  Meeting  on  Sun- 
day, June  5th,  by  President  Wright.  After 
which  they  addressed  the  meeting.  It  was 
a  well-attended  meeting  and  everybody  felt 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  had  especially 
blessed  the  occasion. 

The  Relief  vSociety  has  introduced  a 
"help-each-other"  sewing  evening,  to  be 
held  at  "Cumorah"  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day evening  in  each  month.  Mowbray,  Sea 
Point,  Pinelands  and  Eerste  River  Relief 
Societies  all  participated  in  the  first  of 
these,  which  was  held  on  June  gth.  Les- 
sons are  being  given  in  cutting-out,  renova- 
ting, dressmaking  and  embroider J^  The 
first  one  was  voted  a  great  success.  If  en- 
thusiasm continues  to  run  so  high,  we 
should  have  our  Sisters  turning  out  in 
"Paris  models"  of  their  own  creation,  in 
the  near  future. 

Sister  Veronica  (Jakins)  Dallender  has 
had  a  second  bab}^  daughter.  This  little 
sister  for  Diane  arrived  a  few  days  before 
"big  sister's"  birthday,  and  was  welcomed 
as  the  "best  present  of  all". 

Young  Men's  M.I. A.  took  charge  of 
evening  service  on  Sunday,  June  12th.  The 
speakers  were  supposed  to  represent  a  Mor- 
mon family,  and  each  had  to  give  some  as- 
pects of  the  holiness  of  the  Sabbath  Day. 
Sister  Sheila  Bibb  spoke  for  the  mother. 
Brother  Lionel  represented  the  father. 
Brother  Pieter  van  Rhyn  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  son  of  the  family,  and  Sister  Leonora 
Zinn  (who  has  recently  returned  from  a 
holiday  spent  at  East  London)  spoke  for 
the  daughter  of  the  house.  Our  younger 
people  are  certainly  progressing  in  this 
line,  and  we  hope  to  hear  more  talks  from 
them  very  shortl}'. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Thomas  Wil- 
son, who  celebrated  his  eightieth  birthday 
on  June  15th.  Brother  Wilson  can  make 
the  claim  that  he  has  spent  half  a  lifetime 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.    Those  forty  years  have  been  years 
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of  service  to  his  fellow-men.  "Lang  may 
your  lum  reek,  Brother  Wilson." 

The  Sacrament  vService  on  the  nine- 
teenth was  a  testimonial  service  to  Brother 
Wilson.  The  weather  was  unkind  and  kept 
many  away  who  A\'ould  otherwise  have 
attended  the  meeting.  Brother  John  Wil- 
son rendered  two  solos ;  and  he  seemed  to 
sing  them  with  additional  joy  on  this  very 
special  occasion.  The  choir,  under  the 
baton  of  Brother  Sam  Rayner,  sang  "Lift 
up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates".  President 
Wright's  address  was  not  only  an  eulogy 
of  Brother  Wilson  but  an  exhortation  to 
other  members  to  emulate  that  splendid 
example.  Brother  Wilson's  reply  should 
serve  as  an  inspiration  to  many  of  his 
listeners.  He  has  certainly  been  blessed  in 
that  he  has  always  lived  close  to  God. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy to  Sister  Johanna  Smith,  whose  hus- 
band passed  away  in  Durban.  May  the 
Lord  comfort  her  in  her  grief. 

The  Sea  Point  Relief  Society  held  a 
social  on  Thursday,  June  i6th,  at  which 
members  of  the  Mo\vbray  and  Pinelands 
branches  were  present.  On  this  occasion 
Sisters  Agnes  Hubert,  Kathleen  Young- 
husband  and  Amy  Hyland,  and  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Campbell  were  set  apart  as  officers  in 
the  Relief  Society,  by  Elders  Bradsha\\-, 
Matkin,  Duncan  and  Wagstaff.  Sister 
Wright  addressed  the  sisters. 

Brother  Lionel  Bibb  has  been  set  apart 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Sea  Point  Sunday 
School,  with  Elder  John  Taylor  and 
Brother  Peter  Younghusband  as  his  Coun- 
sellors. Sisters  Sheila  Bibb  and  Beatrice 
Smith  were  also  set  apart  as  pianist  and 
teacher  for  Sea  Point  Relief  vSociety  and 
Sunday  School.  These  settings  apart  were 
performed  by  Elders  Matkin  and  Taylor. 

The  M.I. A.  was  fortunate  to  have  Mr. 
Tom  Wardle  to  address  the  Fireside  Group 
on  the  igth  of  June.  Mr.  Wardle  has  come 
from  England  to  form  a  section  of  the 
World  Government  Group  in  South  Africa. 
He  has  been  with  the  Group  since  its  in- 
ception, and  presented  some  very  interest- 
ing facts.  He  gave  his  talk  and  invited 
questions   from   his   listeners,    who   readily 


availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
gather  information.  We  have  to  thank 
Brother  and  vSister  Higgs  for  placing  their 
home  at  the  disposal  of  M.LA.  for  these 
informal  "Fireside  Chats". 

During  the  month  Elders  Jex  and  Thorn 
arrived  from  America.  We  extend  them  a 
hearty  welcome. 

Brother  Hubert,  Senior,  who  has  been 
visiting  his  son,  Brother  Alwin  Hubert, 
returned  to  the  Transvaal  on  the  fifteenth. 
We  trust  that  he  has  benefitted  from  his 
visit  to  the  Cape. 

Sister  Irene  Newton,  who  is  always  ready 
to  help  those  who  are  ill,  both  with  her  ex- 
perience of  nursing  and  her  cheery  per- 
sonality, has  been  ill.  We  pray  that  she  may 
soon   be   restored   to   health   and  strength. 

Our  good  w^ishes  are  extended  to  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright  and  family,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Hubert  and  family  who 
are  holidaying  in  the  Kruger  National 
Park. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch — reported  by 
Theresa  Trollip. 

On  May  31st  the  branch  held  a  picnic 
at  St.  George's  Strand.  We  set  off  with 
merry  spirits,  travelling  by  lorry,  singing 
lustily  as  we  drove  along.  A  short  while 
after  arriving  at  the  Strand  the  wind  began 
to  blow  quite  violently  and  we  had  to  take 
shelter  in  an  old  shack.  The  sisters  set  to 
work  and  made  a  fire  in  the  old  kitchen 
and  so  we  enjoyed  a  miniature  braaivleis. 
Owing  to  the  wind,  we  were  nearly  smoked 
out. 

We  were  finally  obliged  to  pack  up  our 
things  and  head  for  home,  after  trying  to 
stroll  on  the  sand  dunes,  singing,  "It  ain't 
gonna  blow  no  more,  no  more,  it  ain't 
gonna  blow  no  more,  it  blew  last  night  and 
the  night  before,  but  it  ain't  gonna  blow 
no  more". 

President  Wright,  President  and  Sister 
Yarn  and  their  family  went  on  the  outing 
with  us,  and  we  are  happy  to  have  en- 
joyed their  company. 

Saturday,  June  4th,  saw  the  uniting  in 
wedlock  of  Sister  Queenie  Catherine  Ever- 
ton  to  Mr.   Gordon  Allen.     The  reception 
(Continued  on  page  104) 
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"Acknowledged  in  Monument 

In  165 1  the  Dutch  East  India  Company 
decided  to  send  out  200  of  their  employees 
to  open  up  a  halfway  house  to  India.  The 
flourishing  trade  in  spices,  silks,  pearls, 
ivory  etc.,  required  an  establishment  where 
fresh  meat  and  vegetables  could  be  obtained 
by  the  Dutch  merchantmen. 

Southern  Africa  was  chosen,  and  the 
leader  of  this  Company  \vas  a  man  named 
Jan  Anthony  van  Riebeek,  a  strongminded, 
capable,  enterprising  and  resolute  man. 
Born  in  161 8  in  the  tow^n  of  Culemborg, 
Holland,  of  good  country  stock.  Van  Rie- 
beek required  a  high  courage  and  a  strong 
devotion  to  duty  to  face  the  appalling  dan- 
ger of  a  sea  voyage  and  to  establish  a  home 
and  station  in  this  desolate  and  remote  part 
of  Southern  Africa,  where  the  only  inhabi- 

( Continued  from  page  97) 

tainly,  I  have  my  free-agency  and  can 
choose  to  do  as  I  please,  but  my  religion 
must  be  such  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
choosing  to  do  that  which  is  right. 

My  religion  mUvSt  strengthen  my  faith. 


'  —JAN  VAN  RIEBEEK 

tants   were   wild   and   primitive   Bushmen, 
Hottentots  and  roaming  wild  animals. 

To  Van  Riebeek  is  accredited  the  coming 
of  the  first  white  man  as  well  as  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  to  this  most  southern 
part  of  Africa.  For  the  nine  hard  years  this 
intrepid  pioneer  spent  at  the  Cape,  he  is 
well  known  and  the  history  of  this  venture 
is  well  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  South 
Africa  and  the  Hague. 

To-day  modern  South  Africans  acknow- 
ledge him  not  only  for  their  ancestry,  but 
also  in  monument,  as  he  stands  at  the  foot 
of  Adderley  Street  gazing  at  majestic  Table 
Mountain,  sharing  secrets  only  time  wall 
bring  forth. 

E.  W. 


I  pray  that  we  will  all  strive  to  live  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  fullest.  Amen. 

[This  is  the  winning  article  in  the  CSM 
essay,  poetry  contest,  for  the  month  of 
May.  Congratulations  vSister  Smith!  (Not 
published  last  month  due  to  lack  of 
space.)] 
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(Continued  from  page  102) 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Queeiiie 
Everton,  the  bride's  mother.  The  members 
and  many  friends  were  cordially  invited  to 
this  customary,  post-wedding  gathering. 
The  catering  was  done  l)y  Sister  Everton 
and  her  sister,  Sister  Margie  Pudney. 
Brother  and  Sister  Everton  can  well  be 
proud  of  the  lovely  reception  they  gave 
their  daughter. 

About  3.00  p.m.  the  newly  married 
couple  left  by  car  for  their  honeymoon. 
Tliere  were  many  outbursts  of  laughter  as 
they  pulled  away.  It  seems  that  Brother 
Havelock  Trollip  had  tied  an  old  paraffin 
tin  on  the  rear  of  the  car,  and  the  music  of 
this  "original  instrument"  could  be  heard 
for  many  blocks. 

On  June  i6th  we  were  happy  to  welcome 
Elder  Donald  V.  Warner  in  our  midst  as 
he  attended  our  Priesthood  and  Relief 
Society  meeting,  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and'  Sister  Trolhp.  The  Relief 
Society  Sisters  have  decided  to  pursue  a 
course  in  cooking  instead  of  the  usual  les- 
son on  literature,  and  it  was  at  this  meeting 
that  Sister  Theresa  Trollip  demonstrated 
an  easy  method  of  making  a  sponge  cake, 
which  was  very  successful. 

Many  friends  and  members  said  farewell 
to  Elder  Fred  K.  Boede  as  he  left  for 
Durban  on  the  19th.  We  are  sorry  to  lose 
such  a  fine  Elder  and  will  always  remem- 
ber him  for  his  fine  talks  and  his  lovely 
smile. 

East   London    Branch — reported   by 
Elder  G,  Ronald  Bowles. 

After  bidding  farewell  to  the  Cambridge 
Town  Hall,  the  Branch  took  up  residence 
nearer  to  town  in  the  Bryant  Scout  Hall. 
The  Hall  has  proved  to  be  suitable  and  an 
increase  in  attendance  has  been  noted.  Of 
course  drawbacks  have  been  noted  also. 
The  janitorial  service  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  East  London  Elders,  who  are  be- 
coming proficient  in  directing  the  activities 
of  two  brooms  and  a  dust  rag  each  Sunday 
morning. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  President 
Wright,  President  and  Sister  Yarn  and 
family  to  the  "rainy"  city  of  East  London. 
After  enjoying  their  invigorating  sponge- 


baths  in  the  city's  leading  hotel,  they 
rested  from  their  travels.  On  Sunday  even- 
ing fifty  people  enjoyed  the  remarks  of 
President  Wright,  and  President  and  Sister 
Yarn. 

East  London  Branch  is  at  present  miss- 
ing its  pianist  and  CSM  reporter,  Sister 
Rita  Booysen,  and  its  secretary.  Sister 
Theo  Booysen,  who  are  both  vacationing 
at  Paarl  in  the  Cape.  They  left  on  board 
the  luxury  liner  Edinburgh  Castle,  amid 
cheers  and  tears,  and  are  expected  to  re- 
turn some  time  in  July. 

The  Xosa  Natives  in  Arnoldton,  near  the 
home  of  Sister  Muriel  Dean,  were  delight- 
fully entertained  by  the  rhythmic  dancing 
of  Elder  Verl  O'Brien  and  Elder  Dean 
Wilding.  The  two  Elders  donned  colourful 
native  blankets  and  beadwork  and  pre- 
sented a  spectacle  unparalleled  in  tribal 
history.  (What  these  Elders  won't  do  for 
a  picture ! ) 

NATAL  DISTRICT 

Durban  Branch — reported  by 
Valerie  Hancock, 

On  the  nth  of  June  a  very  enjoyable 
braaivleis  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shicls,  for  the  members,  missionaries 
and  friends.  These  very  kind  people  have 
a  large  backyard,  where  a  fire  was  made 
and  meat  was  supplied.  Thank  you  very 
much  indeed,  Mrs.  Shiels  and  family,  for 
a  very  lovely  time. 

The  M.I. A.  conducted  the  service  on 
Sunday  night,  June  12th,  and  it  was  a  very 
beautiful  service.  Sister  Bennee  presented 
the  Junior  girls  with  their  pins,  and  tlie 
Rose  symbol  was  given  to  Sister  Bennee 
by  these  fine  Juniors.  Elder  Workman 
rendered  a  solo,  and  the  ladies'  trio  (Sis- 
ters Winsome  Jakins,  Owen  Ingram  and 
Natalie  Fagan)  also  sang.  Everyone  pre- 
sent enjoyed  the  whole  programme. 

We  had  two  visitors  again  this  month. 
Durban  seems  to  be  very  lucky,  or  else  the 
Branch  and  city  has  gained  a  very  favour- 
able reputation  throughout  the  Mission, 
because  the  missionaries  always  seem  to 
return  here  before  going  home  or  else  drop 
in  en-route.  We  feel  very  proud  about  this 
(Continued  on  page  106) 
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ANSFERS 


Elder     DAROLD     H.     CHAMBERS— 

assigned  to  lal:)our  with  Elder  A.  S.  Work- 
man  in    Durban,    Natal    District,    on    May 

2  I  St. 

Elder  H.  DAVID  NELvSON— assigned  to 
labour  with  Elder  H.  R.  Olson  in  Durban, 
Natal  District,  on  May  aist. 

The  following  transfers  were  effected  on 
June  gth  : 

Elder  J.  GOLDEN  BARTON— trans- 
ferred from  Florida,  West  Rand,  to  South- 
ern Suburbs  within  the  Transvaal  District, 
to  labour  with  Elder  W.  E.  Christensen. 

Elder  FRED  K.  BOEDE— transferred 
from  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  District,  to  Dur- 
ban, Natal  District,  to  labour  with  Elder 
R.  J.  Reisner. 

Elder  GARTH  M.  PAXM AN— trans- 
ferred from  Durban,  Natal  District,  to  Pine- 
lands,  Cape  District,  to  labour  with  lUder 
H.  R.  Wagslaff. 

Elder  GILBERT  G.  TOBLER— assigned 
to  labour  with  Elder  C.  L.  Rockwood  in 
Florida,  Transvaal  District. 

Elder  STERLING  R.  PROVOST— 
assigned  to  labour  with  Elder  G.  P.  Mar- 
getts  in  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.   District. 

Elder  DONALD  V.  WARNER— trans- 
ferred from  Southern  vSuburbs,  Transvaal 
District,  to  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  District, 
to  labour  with  Elder  B.  E.  Wride. 

The  following  transfers  were  effected  on 
June  nth  : 

Elder  ADAM  M.  DUNCAN— transferred 
from  Sea  Point  to  the  Mission  (Office,  where 
he  will  serve  as  Director  of  Mission  Auxil- 
iarv  Organisations. 

Elder  JOHN  A.  TAYLOR— transferred 
from    Heath  field    to   Sea   Point   within    the 


Cape    District,    to    labour 
Matkin. 

Elder  CHARLIiS  W.  WILKEvS— trans- 
ferred from  the  Mission  ( )ffice  to  Heath- 
field  within  the  Cape  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  D.  D.  Dredge. 

inder  ROBERT  L.  JIvX— assigned  to 
lal)our  with  Elder  V.  L.  vScott  in  Devils 
Peak,  Cape  District,  on  June  17th. 

likler  ROBERT  P.  THORN— assigned 
to  labour  with  Elder  H.  L.  Beckstrand  in 
Claremont,  Cape  District,  on  June  17th. 

Elder  S.  HAZEN  C(~)CKRELL— trans- 
ferred, on  June  23,  from  Pinelands  to  the 
Mission  Home,  within  the  Cape  District, 
prior  to  his  departure  for  the  IT.vS.A. 

J{lder  KF.NNETH  H.  MITCHIvLL- 
transferred,  on  June  26th,  from  Bloemfon- 
tein, O.F.vS.  District,  to  the  Mission  Home, 
Cape  District,  ])ri()r  to  his  dejiarture  to  the 
U.S.A. 

Brother  J.  J.  JACOBS  died  (m  June  5th, 
after  a  long  illness.  He  had  enjoyed  an 
active  life  of  84  years  and  his  humility  and 
devotion  endeared  him  to  many.  His  widow 
and  family,  though  deeply  bereaved,  have 
faith  that  he  has  gone  to  a  just  reward  and 
that  they  will  again  clasp  each  other  in  the 
life  to  come. 

Brother  F.  Donly  and  Elder  C.  L.  Rock- 
wood  spoke  at  the  memorial  services.  Elder 
J.  G.  Barton  dedicated  the  grave. 

vSister  SARAH  ELIZABETH  LA  ROUX 
died  on  June  3rd,  after  an  extended  and 
painful  illness.  Memorial  service  was  held 
at  Jones  and  Rices'  Chapel  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Elder  K.  R.  Curtis.  Internment 
took  place  at  the  North  End  Cemetery. 

Mr.  FRANK  PHILLIP  SI^IITH,  hus- 
liand  of  vSister  J.  Smith,  of  the  INIowbray 
Branch,  died  on  June  13th  in  Durban. 
Memorial  services  were  held  at  Human  and 
Pitts'  Chapel,  Cape  Town.  President  E.  R. 
Yarn  was  the  speaker  and  explained  the 
life  after  death  in  a  comforting  manner. 
Internment  took  ]ilace  at  the  Woltemade 
Cemetery,  and  President  E.  P.  Wright 
dedicated  the  grave. 

In  sympathy  we  express  our  concern  for 
those  who  mourn  tlie  passing  of  these  loved 
ones. 
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(Continued  from  page  104) 
and  are  trying  very  hard  to  keep  our  repu- 
tation. (At  least  we  are  hoping  this  is  the 
reason  !)  Our  two  visitors  this  month  were 
Elders  Juan  Whiting  and  Grant  Chandler, 
who  were  on  their  way  home.  They  in- 
tend making  a  tour  of  the  Mission  and  up 
through  Africa  on  their  way  home.  They 
spent  nearly  a  week  in  Durban,  and  we 
hope  they  enjoyed  themselves.  We  pray 
the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  on  these  two 
missionaries,  and  that  they  will  have  a 
safe  voyage  home. 

Changes  in  Officers. 

BRANCH  PRESIDENT:  Elder  Cxlen  J. 
Pinegar  was  released  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  all  the  good  work  he  has  done 
while  filling  this  office.  We  extend  our 
welcome  to  Elder  Heber  R.  Olson  as  our 
new  Branch  President. 

Elder  Pinegar' s  counsellors.  Brother 
John  Bennee,  ist  Counsellor,  and  Brother 
Melverton  Jakins,  2nd  Counsellor,  were 
also  released.  As  yet,  no  ist  or  2nd  Coun- 
sellors have  been  chosen  to  work  with 
Elder  Olson. 

RELIEF  SOCIETY:  Sister  Mary  L. 
Hancock  was  released  with  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  for  all  the  good  work  she  has 
done  while  filling  the  office  of  Relief 
Society  President.  Her  ist  and  2nd  Coun- 
sellors, Sisters  Annie  Hellon  and  Francis 
Duncan,  were  also  released. 

We  extend  our  welcome  to  Sister  Fran- 
cis Duncan  as  our  new  President,  and  her 
two  counsellors.  Sister  Mary  Wiblin,  ist 
Counsellor,  and  Mrs.  I.  E.  Shiels,  2nd 
Counsellor.  Sister  Valarie  Hancock  is  re- 
maining in  her  position  as  Secretary. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  :  Brother  Melverton 
Jakins,  along  with  his  two  counsellors,  was 
released  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Later  on  in 
the  month  though,  he  was  again  sustained 
as  Superintendent.  I  can  assure  everyone 
that  he  was  given  a  hearty  welcome  back. 
His  two  counsellors  are  Brother  Michael 
Smith  and  Sister  Valarie  Hancock,  and  the 
new  Secretary'  is  Sister  Francis  Coetzee. 

We  pray  the  Lord  will  bless  all  these 
members  in  their  work,  and  that  they  will 
enjoy  working  in  their  positions. 


Pietermaritzburg  Branch — reported  by 
Eunice  Fountain. 

The  Elders  no  longer  reside  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg so  we  are  favoured  with  visits 
b}^  the  Elders  who  live  in  Durban.  Sunday 
School  is  held  in  Sister  Fountain's  home, 
and  during  the  past  month  Elders  Paxman, 
Reisner,  Workman  and  Chambers  have 
visited  us  and  preached  the  Gospel. 

Sister  Elsie  Nielsen  has  just  returned 
from  a  very  enjoyable  three  weeks  holiday, 
spent  with  her  sister  in  Durban. 

Sister  Hannah  McCathie  has  just  re- 
turned from  a  tour  of  three  weeks  with  her 
son.  The  places  they  visited  were  Deep- 
dale,  Underberg  and  Umhlali. 

Elder  M.  K.  Norr  visited  our  Branch  on 
Friday  the  17th  of  June  to  further  his  work 
in  connection  with  the  Mission  cenus. 

We  regret  to  report  that  Sister  Smit  has 
not  been  well  again  and  Elders  Workman 
and  Chambers  administered  to  her  on  Sun- 
da}^,  the  2oth  of  June. 

We  have  just  organised  a  Relief  Society 
in  our  Branch.  Although  we  are  few  in 
number,  there  is  some  fine  work  being 
done. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT 

Springs   Branch — reported   by 
Mavis  E.  Louw. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Sister  Hane- 
kom  of  Springs  on  the  birth  of  a  beautiful 
baby  boy.  Also  to  Mr.  and  Sister  Harty 
of  Nigel,  who  were  blessed  with  a  lovely 
baby  boy. 

Our  local  missionaries.  Elders  Webb  and 
Shirley,  were  the  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugo  on  a  sight-seeing  trip  to  the  west 
Rand  and  Hartebeeste  Poort  Dam. 

Sister  Elsie  van  de  Vywer  drew  the 
lucky  ticket  to  be  the  Queen,  representing 
Springs  at  the  Gold  and  Green  Ball  in 
Johannesburg. 

On  Saturday  the  nth  the  Relief  Society 
sponsored  a  "bob  hop"  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  the  younger  people  to  dance. 

Our  District  President,  Elder  M.  Evans, 
Elder  G.  Quick  and  Elder  R.  Taylor,  were 
our  guest  speakers  during  the  month. 

Our  Elders  have  been  a  great  source  of 
comfort  and  help  to  Mrs.  Kotze  of  Springs 
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during  the  illness  of  her  two  daughters,  the 
Misses  Helen  and  Rita  Kotze. 

News  has  been  received  from  Brother 
Joe  Stemmet,  who  now  resides  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  that  he  is  steadily  settling  down.  He 
has  nothing  but  praise  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  been  treated  by  the  Saints 
in  Zion. 

Ramah   Branch — reported   by 
Margaret  Jennings. 

Jack  Frost  has  been  busy  and  we  are 
sorry  to  report  that  many  of  our  members 
have  been  on  the  sick-list  with  'flu  and 
colds.  Among  those  afflicted  were  Sisters 
Escojido,  Yvonne  Matthews,  Brothers  A. 
Phipson,  Tex  Smith,  Don  Vice  and  Elder 
J.  G.  Barton. 

In  order  to  boost  the  Building  Fund,  Sis- 
ter Escojido  suggested  holding  "Home 
Evenings"  at  which  members  could  pay 
for  their  refreshments  or  a  collection  could 
be  made,  and  these  have  been  successfully 
inaugaurated.  On  June  ist  the  Tex  Smith's 
kindly  loaned  their  home  and  on  June  15th 
the  Ganter's  home  was  the  venue.  Record- 
ings and  talks  of  the  "Quartet's"  recent 
tour  entertained  the  members  and  friends 
on  the  former  evening  and  a  Talent  Night 
produced  much  hidden  talent  on  the  latter. 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  and  gratifi- 
cation that  the  members  were  enabled  to 
see  Elders  Morgan  and  Backman  again,  and 
were  reminded  that  "parting  is  such  sweet 
sorrow",  when  a  large  crowd  gathered  at 
Park  Station  to  bid  them  adieu  and  bon 
voyage  on  their  journey  home  via  the  Vic- 
toria Falls,  Rhodesia,  the  East  Coast  and 
Europe. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Daphne  Vice 
Courtman  and  her  husband,  Sidney,  on  the 
birth  of  a  son,  to  be  named  Terrence.  Good 
wishes  and  hopes  of  a  long  and  happy  life 
go  to  the  new  arrival. 

As  the  Sunday  School  officers  wish  to 
ensure  a  successful  Christmas  Tree  this 
year  they  have  started  raising  funds  by 
holding  a  dance,  which  was  well  attended 
and  the  many  novel  items  were  enthusiasti- 
cally received.  The  refreshments  were  just 
as  well  received  and  Sister  Louise  Phipson 
deserves  congratulations  for  their  excel- 
lence. 
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The  ever-curious  animals  in  the  Kruger 
National  Park  received  a  delightful  surprise 
recently  when  they  had  the  privilege  of  see- 
ing six  Mormon  missionaries  at  close  range. 
Our  good-hearted  Fred  Ninow  Jnr.  loaned 
his  car  to  Elders  Buhler,  Chandler,  Hyer, 
Norr,  Taylor  and  Whiting,  and  their 
cameras,  and  although  they  returned  tired 
and  dusty,  they  are  the  envy  of  those 
Elders  who  have  not  yet  made  the  trip. 
We  trust  that  those  members  who  read  this 
will  take  the  hint  and  find  room  for  a  pas- 
senger when  they  visit  the  Park. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  take  pleasure  in 
welcoming  President  and  Sister  Wright, 
Brother  and  Sister  Alwin  Hubert  and  El- 
ders Duncan  and  Robinson,  all  of  whom 
are  en  route  to  the  Kruger  National  Park. 
We  hope  to  record  the  reception  they  re- 
ceive from  our  "hospitable  friends"  there 
next  month. 

Congratulations  are  due  to  Gleaner  Girl 
Signe  Smith,  who  has  been  chosen  to  sing 
in  the  operas  being  produced  at  His  Majes- 
ty's Theatre.  We  extend  our  good  wishes 
for  continued  success  in  her  career. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  of  Sister  Doreen 
Brebner's  continued  success  overseas,  and 
at  present  she  is  appearing  in  one  of  Tom 
Arnold's  productions  in  Scarborough. 

Sunday  evening's  service  on  the  26th  was 
a  spiritual  feast  when  inspiring  talks  were 
given,  by  Elder  Hill  and  Brother  George 
Ganter,  Snr.,  on  the  lives  of  Joseph  and 
Hyrum  Smith.  A  reading  from  the  Braille 
Book  of  Mormon  was  beautifully  rendered 
by  Sister  Roma  Escojido.  This  is  the  only 
Book  of  Mormon  in  Braille  in  South  Africa 
and  is  highly  prized  by  Roma  as  it  is  a 
present  from  Elders  Clark  and  Robinson 
and  President  Wright.  The  President  con- 
cluded the  meeting  by  addressing  the  gath- 
ering and  as  usual  left  us  with  food  for 
thought  and  inspiration. 

Various  groups  at  the  Witwatersrand 
Universit,v  have  had  the  privilege  of  hear- 
ing about  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  early 
American  history  from  Elders  N.  G.  Smith 
and  R.  C.  Taylor,  who  have  had  a  very 
good  reception  from  the  students.  Some 
good  contacts  have  been  made  and  Dr. 
McCracken,    of    the    History    Department, 
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has  been  most  encouraging. 

The  M.I. A.  is  very  busy  planning  their 
Green  and  Gold  Ball,  which  will  be  held  in 
the  Selborne  Hall  on  July  15th,  and  the 
Deputy  Mayor  of  the  City  will  have  the 
privilege  of  crowning  the  Queen. 

BLOEMFONTEIN=KIMBERLEY 

DISTRICT 

Reported   by   S.   J.    Spear. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Elder 
Sterling  Provost  in  our  midst.  He  is  now 
labouring  with  Elder  George  P.  Margetts 
in  place  of  Elder  Felt. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  25th  of  June, 
a  pleasant  social  evening  was  held  to  wel- 
come President  and  vSister  Wright  and 
family,  and  Brother  van  der  Walt  and  his 
wife,  of  Kimberley,  and  also  to  bid  fare- 
well to  Elder  Mitchell,  who  has  left  Bloem- 
fontein  to  return  to  his  home  in  America. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  26th,  Sister 
van  der  Walt,  who  came  from  Kimljerley, 
was  baptised  in  the  font  of  the  Municipal 
Swimming  Bath,  by  Elder  George  P.  Mar- 
getts, and  confirmed  by  President  Evan  P. 
Wright  during  the  Sunday  School  meeting, 
held  immediately  after  the  baptismal  ser- 
vice. 


MISCELLANY 

iir   Recuperating 

Sister  Hilda  Dyason  underwent  an  eye 
operation  at  tlje  Hof  Street  Nursing  Home, 
Cape  Town,  on  the  27th,  and  is  reported  to 
be  doing  well. 

Elder   H.    R.    Wagstaff   is   doing   nicely 
after    his    tonsillectomy,    which    was    per- 
formed   at    the    Groote    vSchuur    Hospital, 
Cape  Town,  on  the  23rd. 
*   III 

Sisters  Lena  Park  and  Florence  Vigus 
have  been  seriously  ill  during  the  past  few 
weeks  and   require   the   faith   and   prayers, 
in  their  behalf,  of  all  the  members. 
ir   Hospitality 

Latest  word  received  from  Elders  Back- 
man  and  Morgan,  who  are  Zion  bound,  is 
that  they  spent  a  very  enjoyable  week  with 
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the  Don  Cranes  in  .Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia.  They  extend  -their  thanks  for 
the  kind  hospitality  shown  them. 

*  Tour 

vSister  Maatjie  PVeimond,  of  the  Mow- 
bray Branch,  plans  to  tour  the  mission  the 
first  week  in  July  and  visit  with  the  saints 
in  the  various  centres  throughout  the  mis- 
sion. We  hope  that  she  will  have  an  en- 
joyable trip  and  return  in  good  health  and 
spirits. 

*  Blessed 

Stephen  Henry  Bouwer  was  blessed  on 
June  5th  by  Elder  K.  R.  Curtis. 

Lorraine  Jeanette  Pirie  was  blessed  on 
June  gth  by  Elder  D.  P.  Higham. 

(Continued  from  page  99) 

who  have  received  it  may  be  able  to  live  it 
each  day,  that  thereby  love  and  peace  may 
abide  in  the  world  and  3'our  enemies  be 
overcome. 

"God  seen  julle  almal !  !" 

Elder  Rowland  obtained  his  well-earned 
honourable  release  on  May  26th,  after  hav- 
ing served  in  Springs,  Transvaal  District, 
Durban,  Natal  District,  and  East  London, 
Cape  District.  He  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  the  Springs  members  as  having 
been  one  of  the  first  Elders  to  reopen  the 
Springs  area,  shortly  after  the  conclusion 
of  World  War  II. 

Two  years  service  in  the  L^S.  Army  con- 
sumed a  portion  of  his  life  before  he  came 
to  South  Africa.  Some  of  his  time  was* also 
spent  in  pursuing  a  college  education. 

At  this  writing.  Elder  Rowland  has 
arrived  at  his  home  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and 
it  is  believed  that  wedding  bells  will  soon 
be  adding  happier  tones  in  his  life.  (June 
28th  had  been  set  by  Elder  Rowland  and 
his  bride-to-be  as  a  tentative  wedding 
date.) 

We  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
privilege  of  associating  with  these  three 
fine  men  and  pray  that  our  Father's  spirit 
will  direct  them  throughout  their  lives. 
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